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The cat and the mouse

      Once upon a time the cat bit the mouse's tail off. “Give me back my tail,” said the mouse. And the cat said, “Well, I would give you back your tail if you fetched me some milk. But that's impossible to do for a little mouse like you.”
      The mouse, however, went to the cow. “The cat will give me back my tail if I fetch her some milk.”
      And the cow said, “Well, I would give you milk if you got me some hay. But that's impossible to do for a little mouse like you.”
      The mouse, however, went to the farmer. “The cat will only give me back my tail if the cow gives me some milk. And the cow will only give me milk if I get her some hay.”
      And the farmer said, “Well, I would give you hay if you brought me some meat. But that's impossible to do for a little mouse like you.”
      The mouse, however, went to the butcher. “The cat will only give me back my tail if the cow gives me milk. And the cow will only give me milk if she gets some hay. And the farmer will only give me hay if I get him some meat.”
      And the butcher said, “Well, I would give you meat if you made the baker bake me bread. But that's impossible to do for a little mouse like you.”
      The mouse, however, went to the baker. “The cat will only give me back my tail if I fetch her some milk. And the cow will not give me milk if I don't get her hay. And the farmer will only give me hay if the butcher has some meat for him. And the butcher will not give me meat if you don’t bake him bread.”
      And the baker said, “Well, I will give you bread if you promise never to steal my corn or meal.”
      The mouse promised not to steal, and so the baker gave the mouse bread, the mouse gave the butcher bread. The butcher gave the mouse meat; the mouse gave the farmer meat. The farmer gave the mouse hay; the mouse gave the cow hay. The cow gave the mouse milk; the mouse gave the cat milk. And the cat gave the mouse his tail back.


1)  O que a gata fez com o camundongo, logo no início do texto?
_________________________________________________________________
2)  Qual é o objetivo do camundongo na fábula?
_________________________________________________________________
3)  Para atingir esse objetivo, o que o camundongo deve fazer para:
     a) a gata: _____________________________________________
     b) a vaca: _____________________________________________
     c) o fazendeiro: ________________________________________
     d) o açougueiro:  _______________________________________
     e) o padeiro:  __________________________________________

4)  O que a gata, a vaca, o fazendeiro e o açougueiro pensavam sobre o camundongo? 
_______________________________________________________________________

5)  Observe as frases abaixo, todas relacionadas ao texto:
      a) The cat will give me back my tail if I fetch her some milk.
      b) I would give you back your tail if you fetched me some milk.
      c) If the mouse had not promised never to steal corn or meal, the baker would not have given the mouse bread.
O que essas frases têm em comum e o que elas têm de diferente? Procure observar a forma, a estrutura e os tempos verbais. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6)  A fábula é um gênero narrativo em que frequentemente os personagens são animais. Uma de suas principais características é ser seguida por uma lição de moral, um ensinamento que conclui a história. Você poderia pensar em alguma moral que possa ser tirada dessa história? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

